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THE NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2015
Dear Friends,

As we approach Easter this year we reflect again on the mystery of God’s love and forgiveness for each and everyone of us.
So far this year, I have had to explain Easter to two sets of small children, and there is nothing like explaining things to small children to make you think about it in a different way.
At Hockley’s Messy Easter, we did a walkthrough of the whole Easter Story from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday in about 7 minutes. I heard myself telling the children, God sent his Son Jesus to tell people to be nice to each other, to care for each other, to love each other, no fighting, no hate, and no greed. We talked about how he was welcomed into Jerusalem, and we shouted Hosanna, and waved palm crosses as a Hobby Horse riding Jesus walked towards Jerusalem at the side of the church. We considered how some folk didn’t like what Jesus was saying so they plotted to get rid of him.
It’s not easy for any of us to deal with the Crucifixion and the death of Jesus, and I find this the hardest part of Easter. I know the theory, I know the Theology, I know it is part of God’s plan for forgiveness but it’s still hard to comprehend the cruelty meted out to Jesus, hard to comprehend that Jesus did this for me. So how do we cover the death of Jesus with small children in the story for Messy Church and for the Pre-school. In the end I choose to talk about Jesus death without the mechanics of how it happened. I told them that people were very horrible to Jesus and he died. The young person playing Jesus lied down. It was very very sad.
On Good Friday (God Friday), we need to spend some time in reflection on Jesus death, we can’t move straight to the joy and celebration of Resurrection and Easter Sunday, without reflecting on the passion, the pain and sacrifice of Good Friday. We will have a service at 3pm on Good Friday, when we can reflect on the story of Good Friday.
But the glory of Easter is that we move from sadness to happiness, as we enter Easter Sunday, and realise that Jesus is alive again, death has been defeated, sin, guilt and shame have been wiped away, defeated. We can rejoice, we can celebrate.
In many ways Easter is better than Christmas, there is not so much pressure on us all to provide that perfect meal, or that




perfect present, we can relax and enjoy this festival, and celebrate God’s love for us.
Today our readings reminded us that all of us who are weary or heavy laden to come to Jesus and he will provide us with rest, as his yoke is easy and his burden is light. (Matthew 11.28-end). We are reminded that Jesus does not stand over us like a Policeman, or wag his finger at us like a stern school teacher. We are loved and valued, we are beautiful in his sight. There is no condemnation, just salvation. (John 3:16-17).
So let us reflect on Easter, and let us enjoy Easter, celebrate and rejoice in God’s love and forgiveness.
Every Blessing. Phil

Church Stewards

The Annual Church Meeting on the 19th April will include the election of Church Stewards for the year commencing the 1st May 2015. A Church Steward, who must be a Church Member, is elected for a period of one year and this can be renewed for up to a maximum of 6 successive years.

Any member who would like to join the Vestry Team or nominate another individual (with their consent) please obtain the appropriate form from the Minister. This must be completed and returned to the Minister at least 7 days prior to the meeting.

John Mayfield
Co-ordinating Steward 

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
Loving sympathy goes to Sheila Trennery and her family on the death of her daughter Lorraine.

Elsie McKinnon has been staying in Rosedale for a while as she
recovers from the effects of a fall.  Fortunately she is still able to be out and about.

Greetings to Muriel Waters who will celebrate  her 100th birthday  on April 4th with no fuss (her wish) but with our love. 
Val Tyler

A Bright Field

I went to the Greenbelt planning meeting on Saturday, and Greenbelt Festival has faced a major financial difficulty last year, and faced huge debts. So they have had to look very carefully at their finances, and start afresh. Greenbelt have been looking at their theme for next year based on a poem by R S Thomas, a Welsh Poet and Priest.
 
I have seen the sun break through 
to illuminate a small field 
for a while, and gone my way 
and forgotten it. But that was the 
pearl of great price, the one field that had 
treasure in it. I realise now 
that I must give all that I have 
to possess it. Life is not hurrying
on to a receding future, nor hankering after 
an imagined past. It is the turning 
aside like Moses to the miracle 
of the lit bush, to a brightness 
that seemed as transitory as your youth 
once, but is the eternity that awaits you.
 
There is a great deal we can consider from this Poem, and as the sun shone on our field this morning, I was reminded of all of this, it is a pearl of great price, but have we realised it’s value.
 
Our treasurer has warned that our finances are not as good as they once were, and the circuit treasurers meeting suggested some things that we did not want to hear. So it is time for us to re-think, to re-boot and re-consider where we are, and we will use some of the time in our Annual Church Meeting to discuss and gather some ideas, suggestions for further fund raising and missional activities.
 
Some of the ideas that have been suggested so far are:-
·         A “Friends of RMC” – Buildings Fund.
·         A 2nd Coffee morning a month.
·         Afternoon cream teas in the summer.
·         Summer Fete / Garden / Field Party.
·         Concerts / Gigs
·         Turning part of our field into a football pitch.
·         Letting the field for events / Caravan Club Temporary     Holiday Site etc.
·         Meals/Soup Mornings/Quizzes
·         Pay and display in the Car Park. (With free tokens if you attend Church events).
·         Outings and Theatre Trips.
 
Please bring or send your ideas to the Annual Church Meeting.
 
You will also know that we have 2 big pushes on this year in modernising and decorating the Nash Hall, and also in completing the car park. Apparently the church used to have 2 gift days a year, and so this year we are planning one in June for the Nash Hall, and one in the Autumn for the Car Park.
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SERVICES and PREACHERS for April 2015
[S] Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper  [P] Parade [B] Baptism

	05 April
Easter Day

	10:45 am        

6:30pm
	Sue Sigfrid and Rev Teresa Rutterford [S]
NO Service

	12 April
	10:45 am
 6:30 pm
	Pamela Smith
NO Service

	19 April
Mothering Sunday
	10:45 am

6:30 pm
	Rev Phil Warrey [S]
Followed by Church AGM
NO SERVICE

	26 April
Vocations 
Sunday
	10:45 am


4:00 pm
	Rev Julia Monaghan
Woman’s Fellowship
Anniversary
Rev Phil Warrey
Messy Church




COFFEE MORNINGS
We welcome you to the next Coffee Morning which will be on

18 April 2015
(10:00 am to 12:00 noon)
For Puppets

In addition to refreshments, the usual stalls will be available plus the popular raffle.  
We look forward to your support.



The March Coffee Morning raised £217.61 for. 
‘Action for Children’
(Many thanks to all who helped and
 all who supported the event.   Dilys Hand.)




WESLEY GUILD.

Our programme for the coming month is:

 2 April 	No meeting (Maundy Thursday.)

 9 April 	"Africa - To serve the poor."

16 April  No meeting

18 April	Medical Mission Evening (See separate notice)
Saturday	7.00pm Ticket only.

23 April		"Stratford on Avon Revisited"
		John Harrison

30 April		Rev. Julia Monaghan.

All friends welcome to join us on Thursdays at 8pm.

Pat Oatley (Secretary.) 


METHODIST CHURCHES TO BRING LIFE AND HEALING THIS EASTER
The Methodist Church has announced that all of the funds raised in the 2015 Easter Offering will go towards the work of the Church’s World Mission Fund, to support work with people all over the world.
CLOSE YOUR EYES
Lost the car keys? Shut your eyes. It is the best way to recall memories. Some scientists explain that the reason is that vision takes up a lot of the brain’s processing power. So, next time you need to really concentrate and remember something – shut your eyes.





LADIES CLUB

April 15	-	Topic of Month
April 22 	- 	Peter Dolby - The Endeavour Trust
April 29 	- 	Bowling
May 6 	-  	Lunch - tba
May 13 	- 	Christian Aid charity afternoon - all welcome -2pm
May 20 	- 	Hopeworx
May 27 	- 	Half term
June3  	- 	Dance Eqyptian
June 10 	– 	Strawberry Tea - all welcome 2pm
June 17 	- 	Brian Carline - Tripes & Trotters
June 24 	- 	Battlesbridge
July 1 	- 	Time to Talk 
July 8 	-  	Alton Garden Centre
July 15 	- 	Summer lunch - tba
Saturday July 19 - Coffee Morning - 9.30am
(All members try to attend to help with this important event)

Elizabeth Ellis

CHURCH BULLETIN NOTICES
Some church bulletin notices have a charm all their own, where you know that they MEANT to say….
At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practise.
Eight new choir robes are currently needed, due to the addition of several new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.
Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they can get.
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married last Saturday in the church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days
Please place your donation in the envelope, along with the deceased person you want remembered.


TREASURERS REPORT

As I have already reported our weekly offerings and gift aid just about covers the cost of the circuit assessment of £40k which is going up to about £42k in August. Lettings are doing well and cover the cost of everyday items such as electric / gas / caretaker / insurance etc. We have spent a lot on the church over the last 2 years on walls, cottage floors, parking (pot holes and removing part of the muddy area at the front) and a replacement photocopier, to name but a few.
If we don’t do any major work we will be ok, but as you know the church is 81 years old, and inevitably needs work done. In particular re-decorating, especially the Nash room which was last decorated in 2000, and is now looking sad and unkempt. We anticipate this will cost us in the region of £4000. As well as our Quiz Night and Curry night, we are having a gift day on 6th June to try to raise the money for this. Also before the winter we would like to finish the other piece of the car park at the front of the church, which may need a further gift day in the autumn. (In the past the church used to have 2 gift days per year).
We have had an initial get together to discuss future fund raising possibilities, and one idea we would like to share was to have a “Building Fund Account”, as Hockley and some other churches already have, then people could put money into this when they can and we can further maintain the church and make it more attractive. Any ideas you have for Fund raising would be most welcomed, please also continue to pray for our church and give this some thought.
It may help if you paid your offerings by Standing Order, weekly or monthly, with or without gift aid. A form is available from me or in the welcome area for this purpose. You may prefer this method instead of cash or the envelope scheme
Please let me have your comments.	Pat Harrison (Treasurer)
5 April     EASTER – the most joyful day of the year
Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians. Christ has died for our sins. We are forgiven. Christ has risen! We are redeemed! We can look forward to an eternity in his joy! Hallelujah!
The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can explain it to someone in a few minutes. It is so profound that for the rest of their lives they will be still be ‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God.
Why does the date more around so much? Because the date of Passover moves around, and according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the Passover. Passover celebrates the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and it lasts for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which equates to late March or early April.
Sir Isaac Newton was one of the first to use the Hebrew lunar calendar to come up with firm dates for Good Friday: Friday 7 April 30 AD or Friday 3 April, 33 AD, with Easter Day falling two days later. Modern scholars continue to think these the most likely.
Most people will tell you that Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the Spring Equinox, which is broadly true. But the precise calculations are complicated and involve something called an ‘ecclesiastical full moon’, which is not the same as the moon in the sky. The earliest possible date for Easter in the West is 22 March, which last fell in 1818 and won’t fall again until 2285. The latest is 25 April, which last happened in 1943 and is next due in 2038.
Why the name, ‘Easter’? In almost every European language, the festival’s name comes from ‘Pesach’, the Hebrew word for Passover. The Germanic word ‘Easter’, however, seems to come from Eostre, a Saxon fertility goddess mentioned by the Venerable Bede. He thought that the Saxons worshipped her in ‘Eostur month’, but may have confused her with the classical ‘shining in the east’. So Easter might have meant simply ‘beginning month’ – a good time for starting up again after a long winter.
Finally, why Easter eggs? On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth in most European cultures. On the other hand, hens start laying regularly again each Spring. Since eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to see how decorating and eating them became a practical way to celebrate Easter.


[image: ]

WESLEYGUILD
MEDICAL MISSIONS
CHARITY EVENING
ON
SATURDAY 18TH APRIL 2015
AT 7 P.M.
A THREE COURSE MEAL
(LOVINGLY PREPARED)
FOLLOWED BY
ENTERTAINMENT
ENTITLED
“THIS BLESSED ISLE”
THIS WILL INCLUDE SOME OLD FAVOURITES FROM THE “THESPIANS”
AND NEW “SPECIALITY” ACTS

TICKETS £8 FROM JOHN BLADES



Why Easter will never go away
How do you make sense of the Resurrection? Dead men don’t rise, so why believe that this particular dead man did rise?
At the end of St Luke’s Gospel we read that: “they still did not believe it because of joy and amazement” (Luke 24.4). This is highly significant. The Gospels do not show us a group of disciples who were in a receptive frame of mind. After the crucifixion, they were in hiding, frightened and scattered. Then suddenly, they came out of hiding and were totally different; excited, joyful. By Pentecost they were confident, with one firm message: “You crucified Jesus, but God raised him up!”
How did they know this? Because of experience. Some of them had visited the tomb of Jesus: it was empty. Others claimed to have seen and touched the risen Lord. Were they hallucinating? People can hallucinate in groups – when taking drugs, for example. But of course each one will see a different hallucination. But the disciples all saw the same thing. Or rather, the same person. Jesus.
Were they lying? Jesus had died a humiliating death as a criminal. Perhaps they wanted to rescue His good name. So did they pretend they had seen Him?
This theory has a big problem. Their preaching led them into trouble with the authorities. They were beaten and imprisoned and some of them killed. People will die for ideas and causes which they believe in passionately. But not for things they have made up. We might suffer for our convictions, we will not suffer for our inventions.
What about the ‘swoon’ theory? That Jesus didn’t die on the cross, despite terrible wounds. He recovered in the tomb, and escaped. The disciples nursed Him back to health. But Roman soldiers knew when a man was dead; and there was the guard on the tomb. Also, the events which followed simply don’t fit.

If the disciples had been hiding Jesus, they would have kept very low-key, and out of the way, so that the authorities did not come after him again.
Besides, to preach that God had raised Jesus from the dead – which is exactly what they did preach – would have been a lie. Beatings and threat of death would soon have loosened their tongues. Inventions crumble under pressure; convictions hold fast.
Another reason for believing in the Resurrection is this: Jesus’ continuing impact. Thousands and soon millions of people in every generation since have shared an inescapable sense of being ‘accompanied’ through life. Though unseen, they identify this presence as the Risen Lord.
Sometimes this experience of meeting Jesus is gentle and fitful. Sometimes it is dramatic and life-changing. This reminds us that the resurrection of Jesus is not just an interesting historical puzzle. It is a vital present day reality. It brings wonderful comfort, assuring us of the central Christian truths: death is dead; Jesus is alive; God is love.
This central notion was captured, most movingly, by the great Albert Schweitzer: “He came to those men who knew Him not. He speaks to us the same word: ‘Follow thou me’, and sets us to the tasks which He has to fulfil for our time. He commands. And to those who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple, He will reveal himself in the toils, the conflicts, the suffering which they shall pass through in His fellowship, and, as ineffable mystery, they shall learn in their own experience who He is.”
Have a joyful – and a challenging – Easter.
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WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP

 6 April		Easter Monday		No meeting

13 April		Speaker	Sheila Cooper
				Musical Presentation

20 April		Members Afternoon

27 April		Anniversary Rally
				Speaker Revd Phil Warrey

We will be holding our 89th Anniversary Service on Sunday 26  April when our Preacher will be the Revd Julia Monaghan.
Elaine Blades

1 April 		All Fools’ Day
In years gone by, the rules surrounding April Fool were this: between midnight and noon on 1 April, everyone is ‘fair game’ to be made a fool of. It is the morning of the practical joke. But the aim is not just to discomfort the victim: he must be tricked into taking action himself, sent on a ‘fool’s errand’.
And so children would be sent to the dairy for a pint of dove’s milk, or to the bookseller for The Life of Eve’s Mother. Practical jokes on a bigger scale were played: in 1860 a vast number of people received an official looking invitation to the Tower of London that read: ‘Admit the Bearer and Friends to view the Annual Ceremony of Washing the White Lions.’ Precisely the same trick had been played in 1698.
Then, on the stroke of noon, tradition decrees, April Fools is finished. If anyone attempts devilry thereafter, even while the clock is still striking, it recoils on his own head. A child would then race through the sing-song formula : ‘April-Fool-Day’s-past-and-gone-you’re-the-fool-and-I-am-none!’


THANK YOU
After holding a coffee morning and raffle to raise money, 2nd Castlemount East Rainbows had enough funds to buy a flag for the Unit.
The flag was dedicated by Rev Phil Warrey at Church Parade on Sunday 8th March. 
The Rainbows would like to thank all those who helped raise the funds and who supported us on Sunday. 

Suzanne Waghorn (Tulip), Julie Sutton (Sunflower) and Catherine Flear (Poppy) 

[image: ]















Avenue Bereaved Parents Support group
Is being held at Avenue Baptist Church, Milton Road, Westcliff on some Monday mornings at 10.30am once a month. For further details of next meeting ring Joy on 01702 341085 or email joyrooke@yahoo.co.uk

Avenue Bereaved Parents support group is a safe place  for parents who have sadly lost a child through any circumstances. 
We meet to chat about our shared grief, with respect for others in the group, knowing we will be heard and listened to in confidence, 
We can cry without feeling it is wrong to do so. Talking about our child is good, but can make us emotional too.
We can share ideas that have helped. Swap/borrow books that have been helpful.
We hope to meet mainly on the first Monday of the month at 10.30am, this might vary a little with Bank Holidays etc.
Our meetings will be held in Church small counselling room or Avenue centre lounge (this could vary) 
on:
Monday 30th March at 10.30am – 12noon approx
Monday 27th April at 10.30am – 12noon approx
Monday 1st June at 10.30am – 12noon approx
Monday 6th July at 10.30am – 12noon approx

THANKS

I would like to thank Phil and everyone at Rayleigh Methodist Church for the cards, flowers and messages of support I received over the weeks leading up to Roy's passing. Your prayers and God's love and strength have sustained me at this time. I feel blessed to have such kind friends.

From Doris Golding.
MARCH 6TH, WORLD DAY OF PRAYER.
The service this year, arranged by the women of the Bahamas, was colourful & joyous.
We had an attendance of 86 men & women, & the Salvation Army proved to be hospitable hosts! (Yummy cakes!)
The service itself was thought provoking, & with no speaker, we had meditations instead. These were based on the theme, “Do you know what I have done to you”, from John 14, which tells the story of Jesus washing the disciples feet & Peters reaction.
It also gave all of us an opportunity to reflect on our service to our communities & Jesus’s radical love. Are we brave enough to step out of our “comfort zone”?
If you were there the Rayleigh committee of WWDP hope you enjoyed the service & found it meaningful.
If you weren’t there please consider joining us next year.
It is inspiring to know that for 24 hours, all around the world, a similar service is being conducted by groups of Christian women (& men). 
Janet, Dilys & Yvonne.
[image: ]
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RAYLEIGH METHODIST CHURCH
PRAYER GROUP MEETING DATES
2015

April 8th & 22nd 
May 6th & 20th
June 3rd & 17th
July 1st, 15th & 29th
August 12th & 26th
September 9th, & 23rd
October 7th & 21st
November 4th & 18th
December 2nd & 16th


ALL MEETINGS ARE ON
WEDNESDAYS, COMMENCING 
AT 9.30AM, FOR ABOUT 45MINS.

	



FROM THE EDITORS WE NEED YOUR ARTICLES
May 2015  EDITION
The deadline for this edition of the Newsletter is Sunday 
12 April 2015 ( in Welcome Area) or  Wednesday 15 April  (through our letter box).  You can email your article to us,  
 email address  johnward816@gmail.com


RAYLEIGH METHODIST CHURCHPrice 30p


SERVICES
Sunday Services 	10:45 am and (6:30 pm	2nd and  4th Sunday) 
Junior Church 	10:45 am
Mid-Week Communion
With the exception of August it is held on the third Tuesday of each month in the WESLEY ROOM at 10:30 am. 

REGULAR WEEKLY MEETINGS
Monday
1:15pm Sunbeams Parent and Toddler Group
2:30 pm Women's Fellowship
Tuesday

Wednesday
1:45pm – 3:15pm Ladies Club
4:15 pm-5:30 pm Rainbows
5:45 pm -7:15 pm Brownie Guides
7:00 pm-8.45pm Guides

Thursday
10:00 am Care and Share
5.15 pm- 6.15pm Beavers
6:30 pm - 7:45 pm Cubs
8:00 pm – 9:30pm Scouts
8:00 pm Wesley Guild (Sept to May only)
Friday
4:30 pm-5:45 pm Rainbows
5:30 pm-7:00 pm Brownie Guides
7:15 pm -9:00 pm Guides
7:15 pm -9:00 pm Guides Senior Section (fortnightly)

Preschool
Mon and Friday 9:15 am to 11:45 am
[image: ]Tues Weds and Thurs 9:15-11:45 & 12:30-3:00 pm

Editors John and Sue Ward 9 Sheridan Close Rayleigh SS6 8YR    
Telephone 01268 742847 (johnward816@gmail.com)
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