Malcolm Guite is an English poet, singer-songwriter and academic. He is also an Anglican priest – Revd. Dr. Ayodeji Malcolm Guite, born in Ibadan, Nigeria in 1957.
As a boy he went to the same school as a close university friend of ours, who was best man at our wedding! His parents were British: his father was a Methodist Local Preacher!

Peace
Not as the world gives, not the victor’s peace,
Not to be fought for, hard-won, or achieved,
Just grace and mercy, gratefully received:
An undeserved and unforeseen release,
As the cold chains of memory and wrath
Fall from our hearts before we are aware,
Their rusty locks all picked by patient prayer,
Till closed doors open, and we see a path
Descending from a source we cannot see;
A path that must be taken, hand in hand,
Only by those, forgiving and forgiven,
Who see their saviour in their enemy.
So reach for me, we’ll cross our broken land,
And make each other bridges back to Heaven.
